The additional letters of the German alphabet:
5

Compare:

der/ein Apfel — the/an(one) apple

zwei Apfel —two apples

5
Compare:
in Holland

in Osterreich

i
Compare:

Super, das ist gut.



Grii Gott in Osterreich.

3

Note: "R" in Gri is called a "sharp s" or "s-zett"

Laufen Sie (bitte)! Command (demand, suggestion)

Die Tur — the door (feminine word)

stillstehen — to stand still

Used in a sentence, "still" moves to the end of the sentence:
Ich stehe still.

Ich stehe jetzt still. | stand still now = | am standing still.

Numbers used today:
neun=9

elff=11



Seite 9 = page 9

die Seite = the page

Addition to “Greetings”:

Hi - (pronounced the English way is used more and more by young people in German-speaking
countries). Same meaning as in English, but it is an "informal only" greeting in German.

Auf Wiederhoren — until we hear each other again = this phrase is used on the phone to say

"good-bye"



The greeting "Servus" is used in Bavaria and Austria to say "hello" as well as "good-bye" (it is a
rather informal greeting between friends, and with children and family).

horen — hear/listen — infinitive form

ich + verb:

Ich hérl Cold Play = I listen to Coldplay.



Note: when using "ich" + verb, the verb form is: stem + e
hor — stem of horen
e — ending used

Same verb ending for all regular verbs:

Ich esse
Ich laufe
Ich spiele Tennis

Ich stehe auf

Other sentences and their word order:

Suchen Sie das Buch! (Command/demand/suggestion)

Anna sucht den* Horsaal. (statement)



NOTE: in statements, the verb or main verb part is always in 2nd position in German.

*the reason “den Horsaal” ist used and not “der Horsaal” is because Horsaal is not the subject or
the predicate noun. The form of the definite article changes for masculine nouns in this case. More
about this later.

More statements:

Ich lache jetzt. | am laughing now.



Note: Ich lache jetzt is the German version of | am laughing. It means literally: | laugh now. There
is no German equivalent for the English —ing form. Instead, the adverb “jetzt” is added.

More statements:

Ich studiere Deutsch in Toledo. = | study German in Toledo.



Ich lerne jetzt Deutsch. | am cramming German (now).

The three forms of “you” in German:
Sie = you/ you all formal (singular and plural)
du = you informal

ihr =you all (informal )

Observe the verb endings in the following sentences:
ich=1

lernen = learn, cram

Ich lerne ...

Was lernen Sie? was = what

. lerne ...

Was trinken Sie?



.trinke .

Was essen Sie?

. esse Wiener Wurstl.

heiRen = to be called/ one’s nameiis ...

Note: when using “Sie” (capital “s” = you formal), the ending on the verb stem is -en

Wie heillen Sie?

Wolfgang Miiller.



. heiBI Wolfgang Miller.
Note: when using ”.", the ending on the verb isl

Wie heiB. Sie?

Wie heiﬁl du? Informal address

(more about this later)




. heiBI Schmidt. Joachim Schmidt.
. heiBIJoachim Schmidt.

Wie heillt du?

Herbert Gruber.
. heiBI Herbert Gruber.

Wie heil3t ihr?



Emil Walla.

Michael Raumberger.
Nathaniel Molzer.

Wir heiB. Emil Walla, Michael Raumberger und Nathaniel Mélzer.



Note: when using “wir” (= we), the ending on the verb is also —., just as with “Sie” (the formal
you)

Different types of Questions: two main types:

1) Information Questions: use question words

Katie, woher kommen Sie?



Ich komme aus Toledo, Ohio.

Kalifornien = California

Italien

NOTE: careful

-ie in Kalifornien and Italien: the two letters “ie” are in this case pronounced separately:

ItaII —en (similar to English Chamell —on)

PR

Different from “ie” as in “die” — where ie is the long “I” sound (as in the English word “bee”)



Ich komme aus Toledo.

Diane, woher kommen Sie?

Ich komme aus Algermissen in Deutschland.

- —where from



Diane Heidkriiger

Wo ist Algermissen? Wo — where?
ist =is

Algermissen ist in Deutschland.

Karte Algermissen
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Wer kommt aus Fort Wayne? (Anna Adler)

Wer —who always asks about the Subject/

Anna Adler kommt aus Fort Wayne.



Ich komme aus Admont.

Wo ist Admont?

Admont ist in Osterreich.
Admont ist in Osterreich.
Wer kommt aus Admont?

Der Professor kommt aus Admont.



Herr Professor Sulzer.

Herr Professor Sulzer kommt aus Admont.

- ist das? Wer—who
Das ist Christoph Waltz.
Wie bitte?

Das ist Christoph Waltz.
Woher kommt er?

Er kommt aus Osterreich.

Note: er (he), sie(she), es (it) — pronouns + verb =verb ending >>>>t (equivalent to the English
“s” as in He/she/it comes)



\

Wie heiRlt er bitte?

Er heilt Christoph Waltz.

2) Yes/No questions: always start with the verb in German:
Kommen Sie aus den USA?
Ja, ich komme aus den USA.

Essen Sie heute Pizza?



Nein, ich esse heute ein Sandwich. (das/ein Sandwich = the/a sandwich)

The formal commands/demands/suggestions have the same word order but different intonation
and punctuation:

Compare:
Essen Sie Pizza!!! (= Eat Pizza!!!)

Essen Sie Pizza??? (= Do you eat Pizza?)

Compare: information versus yes/no question:
Woher kommen Sie? - information question
Answer: Ich komme aus den USA.

Kommen Sie aus den USA? — yes/no question

Ja, ich komme aus den USA.

Command/demand/suggestion:



(Bitte) lachen Sie!
or

Lachen Sie bitte!

So far, we have learned four different types of sentences:

Examples:

Statement: Anna kommt aus Fort Wayne. Note: verb in "¢ position

Yes/no question: Kommt Anna aus Fort Wayne? Note: verb in 1° position

Information question: Woher kommt Anna? Note: starts with question word, followed by verb

Command/demand/suggestion: Lachen Sie, Anna! Note: same word order as in yes/no question.

You may also put “bitte” or other utterances before the actual command or at the end: Bitte lachen
Sie, Anna. Lachen Sie bitte, Annal!



